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Large Enough to Do the Job Right, 
Small Enough to Listen
Our roots extend to the nineteenth century, but our midsize status 

endures by design, better enabling us to retain quality attorneys intent 

on partnering with clients and colleagues to achieve representation that 

is not only effective, but also cost-efficient.

Our concentration on closely held businesses and startups—managing 

mergers and acquisitions, obtaining loans and venture capital, knowing 

federal securities law and how to secure private placements—has 

helped loyal clients to thrive and enter the international marketplace. 

Our services in asset securitization and structured finance are firmly 

established. Our expertise in taxation, employment, technology and  

real estate benefits both private individuals and companies. Equally 

important, our hard-won reputation for aggressive business defense 

litigation is a matter of public record, and our estate management  

team is unrivaled, we think, in planning for wealth and in bridging 

generations.

Staffing and Fees

Organized as a professional corporation and comprised of shareholders, 

partners, associates and staff, our firm offers clients an equitable fee 

structure through intelligent planning. We neither under- nor overstaff 

our assignments, and a shareholder or partner oversees every case or 

transaction. Because we recruit only highly qualified and motivated 

lawyers, we are proud of our young attorneys. When we staff an 

assignment with one or more associates, we strive to match their 

qualifications with the client's needs. Our senior attorneys—possessing 

skills and knowledge equal to those of their counterparts at larger, more 

rigidly structured law firms—provide our clients with a dimension  

of personal service rare in today’s marketplace.

Before beginning a case or transaction, we discuss our rates and, 

depending upon the client’s needs and the nature of the assignment, 

provide our best estimate of the fees to be incurred. We make special 

payment arrangements upon request and, when circumstances permit, 

agree to fixed or capped fees. Detailed monthly invoicing is standard, 

and we itemize our bills in one-tenth of an hour increments, exactitude 

that, we believe, is more cost-effective.

Our attorneys are prepared to discuss payment with you, so feel free to 

broach this subject at any time.

Our reputation in the Chicago 

metropolitan area for providing 

conscientious, cost-effective  

and proven representation here  

and abroad evolved from an  

abiding commitment to meet  

the diverse needs of our clients. 

Counseling individuals and  

families, entrepreneurs and  

small to midsize companies and 

defending publicly held, private  

and not-for-profit corporations,  

we conduct client meetings in  

Chicago's Loop at One Prudential 

Plaza.
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Business Enterprise
Committed to  
Business Owners

Representing businesses—  

from sole proprietorships  

to large corporations operating  

internationally—requires  

a spectrum of skills.  

Independent of mastery  

of the law, counsel must  

be willing to learn the  

nuances of each client's  

company and industry  

and be sensitive to the  

needs of corporate staff  

when implementing  

the goals of management.



© Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C. All Rights Reserved. 

Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C.

One Prudential Plaza 
Suite 3800 
130 East Randolph Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60601

312 565.2400 tel
312 565.8300 fax
SRCattorneys.com

By balancing business acumen and jurisprudence, our Business 

Enterprise practice group has earned a well-deserved reputation for 

expert representation and fluent management of business transactions. 

Our team serves closely held entities by extending their marketing and 

sales capabilities to foreign nations.

Whether representing companies in the Chicago area, nationwide or 

overseas, our attorneys serve as general business counsel, handling 

all legal aspects of financial and business matters and surmounting 

universal challenges like startup funding, regulatory hurdles, product 

launches, market expansion and generational transitions. We advise on 

insider trading issues, private placements seeking capital, tender offers, 

proxy preparation and proxy fights and on registrations and periodic 

reporting for public companies. Experts in federal securities law, 

venture capital transactions and mergers and acquisitions, we ensure 

our clients access to capital markets, both debt and equity.

Schuyler, Roche & Crisham's attorneys regularly buy and sell ongoing 

businesses close to home as well as across oceans. For those companies 

operating abroad, we supervise every facet of law in international 

commerce, from setting up sales subsidiaries to obtaining regulatory 

approvals and establishing relations with foreign governments. 

Our respected and often innovative work in structured finance and 

asset securitization solidifies our reputation for expertly managing 

sophisticated transactions.

Privy to our clients’ operational objectives, our tax attorneys identify 

tax-planning opportunities calculated to enhance business performance; 

they also advise on personal taxation. Our attorneys handling labor 

issues—such as employment agreements, employee benefits and benefit 

plans—apply an integrated approach to resource management, helping 

clients to attract, develop and retain top personnel. Providing a 

perspective unique to insiders, Schuyler, Roche & Crisham colleagues 

focusing on technology startups and electronic commerce were active 

in those industries before taking the bar. Serving a diverse base, our 

real estate attorneys help individuals and companies to buy, sell and 

manage property.

Together, the lawyers on our Business Enterprise team unite for one 

purpose: to ensure our clients profitable management of their physical 

and intellectual assets.

practice areas

Closely Held Businesses and Startups

Commodity Futures

Corporate and Personal Taxation

Education Law

Employment and Benefits

International Business Transactions

Real Estate

Structured Finance and Asset Securitization

Technology Startups and E-Commerce
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When Michael Roche and Tom Crisham joined forces in April 2009 
and brought together their respective firms to form Schuyler, Roche & 
Crisham, P.C., a new era in business litigation had begun. With two of 
the nation’s most highly respected commercial litigators at the helm, 
and a team of seasoned litigators experienced in all aspects of trial and 
appellate law, clients of Schuyler, Roche & Crisham are realizing the 
benefits of unparalleled business litigation expertise. 

Michael Roche has spent his entire nearly 40-year career with the firm 
that bears his name. Recognized in particular for his work in securities 
and commodities claims resolution, Michael built his practice through 
referrals from both satisfied clients and respectful adversaries. He 
also built a powerful team of attorneys that he developed and trained 
over the years – attorneys who themselves have become expert trial 
lawyers and litigators. In addition to the firm’s national reputation 
in securities and commodities, including representation in national 
recruitment matters and restrictive covenant enforcement of a major 
Wall Street brokerage firm, Schuyler, Roche & Crisham attorneys 
serve clients in a broad spectrum of business litigation practice areas. 
These include commercial and employment litigation – from relatively 
simple contractual disputes to highly complex antitrust actions, labor 
arbitration and litigation in both union and non-union settings, 
professional liability litigation, intellectual property and education law.

With the addition in April 2009 of the Crisham & Kubes’ complex 
commercial litigation team, Schuyler, Roche & Crisham enhanced its 
existing business litigation practice areas while expanding its leadership 
in insurance/reinsurance coverage and appellate practice. Few firms can 
match the team’s expertise in all facets of insurance and reinsurance 
coverage, including advising and consulting policyholders, insurers 
and reinsurers on a full range of insurance coverage and policy issues 
– coverage disputes, defense of claims, indemnification, liability limits, 
policy exclusions and targeted tenders. Regarding its outstanding track 
record of appellate success, the reasons are clear – a team of attorneys 
that understands and has experienced all aspects of appellate advocacy, 
and a firm that is deeply committed to setting a standard of excellence 
in its appellate practice.

From its inception, litigation has been a cornerstone of Schuyler, 
Roche & Crisham, P.C. With a growing team of many of the region’s 
finest business litigators, that commitment to aggressive prosecution 
and defense, timely and cost-efficient resolution and assiduous 
representation will never wane.

practice areas

Appellate Practice

Commercial and Employment Litigation

Construction Contracts and Litigation

Education Law

Insurance/Reinsurance Coverage

Intellectual Property Litigation

Labor Arbitration and Litigation

Professional Liability Litigation

Securities and Commodities Litigation
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Estate Management
Only Depth of Experience 
Ensures Quality 
Representation 

People desiring financial  

security for themselves  

and their families—whether  

of modest or extravagant  

means—share this bond:  

the knowledge that successful  

estate and trust management  

demands experienced attorneys  

who correctly interpret  

the law and stand ready  

to act in each client's interests.
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Our activity in personal asset protection has grown through our 

representation of privately held businesses whose owners have 

requested personal service following our successful representation 

of their companies. Daniel Schuyler, who retired in 1998 and served 

Schuyler, Roche & Crisham as counsel emeritus and Northwestern 

University School of Law as professor emeritus until his death in 2002, 

laid the foundation for our work in this domain decades ago. 

Our estate planners and administrators serve not only individuals; they 

serve generations—seeking to save families unnecessary taxes through 

effective planning and paving the way for financial security through 

conscientious administration. They help clients prepare for comfort in 

retirement and security during disability. Our trust attorneys labor to 

manage assets effectively and to minimize the need for probate. Our 

trust and probate litigators stand poised to protect a client's wishes, 

rights and property when threatened. Protecting against avoidable 

taxation, our estate and transfer-tax attorneys structure gifts and other 

asset transfers, including those to beneficent charities.

Whether planning or administering an estate, establishing a trust, 

drafting a will, litigating before a probate judge or protecting assets 

through careful tax, retirement and healthcare planning, each member 

of our estate management team augments legal acuity with foresight 

and dedication—qualities upon which Schuyler, Roche & Crisham has 

built its reputation.

practice areas

Estate and Transfer Taxation

Estate Planning and Administration

Probate and Trust Litigation

Trusts

Wealth and Health Planning



© Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C. All Rights Reserved. 

Schuyler, Roche & Crisham, P.C.

One Prudential Plaza 
Suite 3800 
130 East Randolph Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60601

312 565.2400 tel
312 565.8300 fax
SRCattorneys.com

Chicago Access

Located in the Prudential Building, 130 East Randolph Street, 

suite 3800, our downtown office occupies one of Chicago's oldest 

skyscrapers, situated at the northeast corner of Michigan Avenue and 

Randolph Street. The following directions can help you locate this 

intersection in Chicago's Loop. For directions from Michigan and 

Randolph to our building's underground garage—or for directions 

leaving the garage—please consult the left-hand column on this page.

DIRECTIONS TO OUR GARAGE

From the intersection of Michigan Avenue and Randolph Street:

• �Go north on Michigan to South Water Street (between Wacker Drive 

to the north and Lake Street to the south).

• �Turn right (east) onto South Water Street, which will split into two 

lanes.

• Bare to the right following the sign to "Columbus Dr. & Parking".

• Turn right at the first stop sign (midlevel Stetson St.).

• �The parking garage entrance for Prudential Plaza is on the right side 

at the end of the road.

chicago office

One Prudential Plaza 

Suite 3800 

130 East Randolph Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 

tel	 312 565.2400 

fax	 312 565.8300
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FROM NORTH VIA LAKE SHORE DRIVE

Travel south to Randolph Street.

• �Exit at Randolph and head west a few blocks to the intersection at Michigan Avenue.

FROM NORTH AND NORTHWEST

Three expressways lead toward downtown Chicago from the north and northwest:  

the North-West Tollway and the Edens and Kennedy expressways. I-90 (North- 

West Tollway) merges into I-90/I-94 (Kennedy Expressway) at Harlem Avenue. I-94  

(Edens Expressway) merges into the Kennedy between Lawrence and Montrose avenues.  

Once on the Kennedy, you will see numerous exits for downtown Chicago. To reach our office:

• ��Exit at Randolph Street and proceed due east to the intersection at Michigan Avenue.

From the West

Four expressways lead into downtown Chicago from the west: the North-West and  

East-West tollways and the Eisenhower and Stevenson expressways. See directions  

entitled “From North and Northwest” if taking I-90 (North-West Tollway). See directions 

entitled “From South and Southwest” if taking I-55 (Stevenson Expressway). If taking  

I-88 (East-West Tollway), which merges in Hillside into I-290 (Eisenhower Expressway), 

the most direct west-to-east route follows:

• �Proceed east on I-290 into Chicago. The Eisenhower becomes the Congress Expressway  

when you enter the Loop.

• �Continue east to Michigan Avenue.

• �Turn left (north) onto Michigan and proceed about a mile to the intersection at 

Randolph Street.

FROM SOUTH AND SOUTHWEST

Three expressways lead into downtown Chicago from the south: I-55 (Stevenson 

Expressway), I-57 (Bishop Ford Expressway, which becomes I-94 at the junction at  

95th Street) and I-94 (Dan Ryan Expressway). I-55 and I-94 converge at an exit  

to Lake Shore Drive.

• ��Exit at Lake Shore Drive (northbound).

• �Continue north on Lake Shore Drive to Balbo.

• �Turn left (west) on Balbo for a short drive to Michigan Avenue.

• �Turn right (north) on Michigan and continue about a mile to the intersection  

at Randolph Street.
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DIRECTIONS For LEAVING OUR GARAGE

The Prudential Plaza garage exits on Lower Randolph Drive, the bottom level of a three level 

street, so returning to the top level can be confusing. As you exit the garage you are driving 

east on Lower Randolph. Consult the following directions when leaving:

• Drive on Lower Randolph one block to Lower Columbus.

• �Turn left (north) on Lower Columbus and immediately go up the ramp on the far right-hand 

side of Lower Columbus, which will bring you to midlevel Columbus Drive.

To reach Lake Shore Drive:

• Turn right (south) on midlevel Columbus and drive to midlevel Randolph.

• �Turn left (east) onto Randolph and drive until you see the entrances to north- and 

southbound Lake Shore Drive.

To reach I-90/94 (Kennedy & Dan Ryan Expressways)  
& I-290 (Eisenhower Expressway):

• Continue south on midlevel Columbus about a mile to Congress Parkway.

• Turn right (west) on Congress, which becomes the Eisenhower as you leave downtown.

• �The Eisenhower intersects the Dan Ryan and the Kennedy expressways for north- or 

southbound travel.
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